The same liberalism we find in Jones's religion too. He was a
devout Christian, but of its dogmas he never partook. This again was a
disappointment to Lord Teignmouth, who tries to present a distorted
view. The truth, however, is that Jones held all religions in equal
respect and looked for common points rather than differences.

Of Jones the man, one can infer much from his work, but there is
also other evidence. Dr Johnson called him 'the most enlightened of
the sons of men', while John Courtenay referred to him as' harmonious
Jones' in a tribute quoted by Boswell and others. Of his character, this
was the account appearing in THE GENTLEMAN'S MAGAZINE for 1801:

"No man enjoyed more than he did the delights of friendly
intercourses and the festive pleasures of society; but his
pleasures were subservient to the paramount gratification he
derived from the successful pursuit of the great end he had in
view, that of serving his country and instructing mankind, for
what Johnson says of Pope may, with strict truth, be applied to
him; that, 'he was one of those few whose labour is their
pleasure". 4

Of his demeanour, again, we learn :

"Sir William Jones was of a genteel and graceful person, and
of a countenance open, manly, vivacious, and severe His
deportment was dignified, yet easy; his address courteous, yet
plain; and his manners polished, yet familiar; so that, upon a
first acquaintance, he not only excited admiration, but secured
the esteem, of the person he conversed with/'5

And, in conclusion, the writer says: "Upon the whole, Sir William
Jones was unquestionably one of the most extraordinary men that ever
appeared in the republick of letters; and, at the same time, one of the
best men that ever figured on the stage of life."6

There was some vague insinuation'of a charge of avarice against
Jones in the columns of THE GENTLEMEN'S MAGAZINE,but this was
strongly refuted soon afterwards. Even the CALCUTTA REVIEW of
1846 had this to say in an account of Jones's life:

"He was, we believe, thoroughly economical in respect of his

4. The G.M.. Supplement for 1801, p. 1194
5  The G.M.. Supplement for 7807, p. 11946,
6. The C.M., Supplement for 7807, p. 7 7 94
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